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Accomplishments and Reflections 

2009 

Robert S. Sage, Chief of Police 

 
 If you are familiar with this report then you probably expect a 

summary of our activities over the past year.  As I look back over 2009 there 

is something else that comes to mind that I believe is more important to 

share.  You can read this report and look at the statistics and come to your 

own conclusions.  The bottom line pretty much remains the same ï Rose 

Hill continues to be a safe place to live and raise a family. 

 

 Instead, I want to use this space to thank you.  Thatôs right. 

 

 I had the displeasure of attending another funeral for a fallen officer.  

Deputy Brian Etheridge of the Sedgwick County Sheriffôs Department was 

ambushed and fatally shot while answering a theft call in September.  

Although his funeral was not the first Iôve been to I hope it will be the last.  

 

 As I sat in the church my thoughts were of his wife and child and the 

future that would not be.  I couldnôt help but think of my family and the fear 

they must feel at times because of my chosen profession.  I fought back tears 

and refused to cry ï because thatôs what cops are suppose to do. Or is it?  

Eventually, I found my fight was in vainé 

 

 My thoughts also turned to the past and filtered through my 20 year 

career, always stopping on those incidents that demonstrated the worst in 

man.  Sitting in that church I could no longer remember why I want to be a 

law enforcement officer.  

  

 The service ended and we slowly walked from the church.  Standing 

outside was a sight to behold.  In addition to the patriot guard, the children 

from the church school lined the sidewalk, each holding an American flag.  

As the funeral procession made its way to the cemetery we saw countless 

people standing along the road.  Some saluted, some held their hands over 

their hearts but most looked very sad.  One man stood with a simple 

handmade cardboard sign that simply said, ñThank You.ò 
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 At that moment I remembered why I am a law 

enforcement officer.  I do it because of the children with 

the flags; because of the veterans who recognize and honor 

our sacrifice, because of the people who stood along that 

procession and the people who shared their sorrow for the 

Etheridge family; and especially because of the man with 

the simple cardboard sign that said ñThank You.ò 

 

  After my ñepiphanyò I thought about Rose Hill.  I 

thought about the support the citizens consistently give to 

the department.  I thought about all of the sincere comments offered 

concerning Deputy Etheridge and the countless times we were told ñThank 

You.ò  Lastly, I thought about a community that supports each other and 

comes together in times of crisis. 

 

 Thank you for supporting us in our time of grief and thank you for 

continuing to demonstrate the best qualities that a community has to offer.  

 

In Memory  

 
Deputy Brian Etheridge 

Sedgwick County Sheriffôs Department 

End of Watch: September 28, 2009 

 

 ñMy heroes are those who risk their lives every day to protect our world and make 

it a better place -  police, firefighters and members of our armed forces. ò 

      -Sidney Sheldon. 
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Demographics 
 

 

2000 Census Information 

 

Population                  Rose Hill 

 

Total:   3,432  (estimated at about 4000 now) 

 

Male:   1,713 

Female:  1,719 

 

Age 

 

Under 5:  284 8.3% 

5 to 9:   380 11.1% 

10 to 19:  731 21.3% 

20 to 64:  1,854 54% 

65 and over:  183 5.3% 

 

Average age in years: 30.7 

 

Median Household Income:  $63,750 

 

Total Number of Housing Units: 1,098 

 

Renter Occupied Housing Units: 139 

 

Median Rent:    $685 

 

Owner Occupied Housing Units: 959 

 

Median Value of Home:  $97,500 

 

Average Number of Household Members:  3.25 

 

Average Number of Vehicles per Household: 1.88  

 

 

 

 
 Source:  U.S. Census Bureau:  American Factfinder  
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 



4 

Organizational Chart 
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Chief of Police 

Investigations / Community 

Services 
Patrol Division 

1 Sergeant 1 Sergeant 

5 Patrol Officers 
1 School 

Resource Officer 

10 Reserve 

Officers 

5 Police 

Explorers 

Note:  PD Secretary / Court Clerk 

answers directly to the Chief of Police 

Chaplain Division 

5 Chaplains 

Budgeted Full Time Employees 11 

Actual Full Time Employees  11 

 

Budgeted Part Time Employees 0 

Actual Part Time Employees  0 

 

Actual Reserve Officers  6 

Actual Chaplains   5 

Actual Police Explorers  3 
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Members of the Rose Hill Police Department 

 
Robert S. Sage 

Chief of Police 

 

 

 

Investigations & Community Services 

 

   
 

Sgt. Todd Ball SRO Pat Firebaugh 

 

Patrol Division 

 

       
 

Sgt. Kent Karlen  Officer Dana Burns  Officer Jason Conrad 

 

    
  

Officer Jim Hagman Officer Tim Shaner  Officer Missy Tharp 
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Reserve Officers 

 

                        
 

Lt. Steve Fisher                             Officer Fred McElroy           Officer Ed Musterer 

 

                                   
 

Officer Jay Hobson                      Officer James Sanders           Officer Jimmy Harmon 

  

 

   

  

     

  

Administration and Support  

  

  
 

     Robin Neuman       Robin Long 

 

Police Explorers  Explorer Advisers 
  

Jake Tharp  Missy Tharp  

Tyler Ruiz  Jason Conrad   

Michaela Howard  Pat Firebaugh 

  Bob Sage 

  Debbie Firebaugh 
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Rose Hill Emergency Services Chaplain Unit 
 

    
   Pastor Ron Long Pastor Robert Varner  Pastor Robert Frazier 

First Baptist Church    Bible Church   Victory Fellowship 

 

    
Pastor William Hayton Pastor Rick Hayes   

Wesleyan Church    Friends Church   
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Understanding What We Do 

 

 

  
Mission Statement 

 

 
     The Rose Hill Police Department is committed to the protection of life; property and 

the public peace through training, professionalism, integrity and hard work.  We will 

strive to build partnerships with the citizens (our customers) to further our mission to 

make Rose Hill the best community possible.   

 

 

 

Creed 

 
Integrity is the Basis for Community Trust 

 

 

Value Statement 

 

 
Respect for the rights of all persons 

Operate with courtesy, fairness, honesty and integrity - always 

Solicit partnerships from the community to enhance service 

Earn the respect of the community 

 

Help whenever possible 

Integrity in all things we do 

L isten to the needs of the community 

Look to the future for ways of improving service 
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2009 Highlights 

 

  
Community Services: 
 

     The Rose Hill police department is committed to providing training and presentations 

to any person or group.  Below are some examples of events we were involved in and 

training we gave during 2009.   

     

 Home Show    

 Big Truck Night 

 Careers on Wheels 

 Community Night Out 

 Ident-A-Kid 

 OK Kids Day 

 Bicycle Safety  

 Seat Belt Positive Enforcement  

 Drug Awareness  

 Hunters Education 

 Government Day Tours 

 Boy / Girl Scout Tours & Programs 
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